
A BRUSH WITH HISTORY! A FABULOUS BOOK LAUNCH at CPAS!                 

On Sunday the 23rd November, CPAS hosted 
the launch of arts practitioner Julie Parson’s 
book ‘Fragments of the Sky’ at the 
Hunter St Gallery. Together with guest speak-
er, prominent artist  and former lecturer 
at the National School of Art, Ambrose 
Reisch, they revealed the fascinating life of a 
colourful, eccentric artist from CPAS’ past- 
Raymond Moult Spiers, a prominent Aus-
tralian Artist, WW11 Veteran and important 
member of the City of Parramatta Art Society 
in its formative years. What a unique oppor-
tunity and privilege it was!

 Julie read excerpts from her book captivating 
the audience with moving and evocative
 recounts of resilience, rebellion, sadness, 
sheer determination and great passion for art.  

Ambrose gave Julie’s book a glowing endorsement 
and spoke very highly of the importance of her work 
and research. He also delighted the audience with a 
recount of his first encounter with Raymond Moult-
Spiers and the influence he had on not only his artis-
tic journey but also contemporary art from the 1950s 
onwards. Ambrose also spoke of the unique connected-
ness of all art societies, artists, poets, authors, musicians  
...and the wonderful intellectual world of art that existed 
at the time.  

Raymond was very much a part of the early years of the 
City of Parramatta Art Society, a big thank you to Julie 
for bringing him home! 

Colina Grant, who attended the launch and had cor-
responded with Julie on her research for her upcoming 
book  ‘Drawn Together: History of the City of Parra-
matta Art Society’ was delighted to meet with Julie and 
Ambrose. Photos and letters/minutes that had been dis-
covered in the CPAS archives relating to Raymond were 
shared and discussed with much delight and interest  by 
all who attended. 

Report by Sally Bowyer


